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The definitive history of a cricket team the world loves to watch, but is at a loss to explain The story

of Pakistan cricket is dramatic, tortured, heroic and tumultuous. Beginning with nothing after the

Partition of 1947 to the jubilation of its victory against England at the Oval in 1954; from earning its

Test status and competing with the best to sealing a golden age by winning the World Cup in 1992;

from their magic in Sharjah to an era-defining low in the new millennium, Pakistan's cricketing

fortunes have never ceased to thrill. This book is the story of those fortunes and how, in the

process, the game transformed from an urban, exclusive sport into a glue uniting millions in a vast,

disparate country. In its narration, Osman Samiuddin captures the jazba of the men who played for

Pakistan, celebrates their headiest moments and many upheavals, and brings to life some of their

most famous - and infamous - contests, tours and moments. Ambitious, spirited and often heart

breaking, The Unquiet Ones is a comprehensive portrait of not just a Pakistani sport, but a national

majboori, a compulsion whose outcome can often surprise and shock, and become the barometer

of everyday life in Pakistan, tailing its ups and downs, its moods and character.
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Disclosure: I've always been fascinated by Pakistan, the cricket team and also, the country. Even

though I live in a neighbouring country, quality and unbiased reporting on Pakistan has been scarce

in the Indian media, print or electronic. The extreme stereotypes have always been pushed to the

front, as is usual, and it needs some effort on your part to learn about the average Pakistani and the

society in general.This book brings together two of my favorite book genres, Sports and History. But

to call it a book on "Sports History" would be a great injustice. Through this book, Osman Samiuddin



provides us a window into the various phases of Pakistani society, via the sport of Cricket. Sure,

Cricket remains the central theme, but the larger, societal view remains a constant - even if

peripheral - feature. And it should be no different, for Cricket in the subcontinent is a microcosm of

the Country's prevailing conditions. Maybe it is even more true in Pakistan, where the cricket board

has always operated under the control of the government, military or civilian. Thus, it is fair to expect

Cricket and society to be inextricably tied to each other.The book is a fairly long read, but for a book

that aims to chronicle close to 65 years of Pakistani Cricket, the author has done a very good job.

The rigour is notable, esp coming from a young author whose lifetime perhaps only covers about

60% of the period he has written about. He has covered all major phases of Pakistan cricket and

done justice to each one of them with fairly detailed accounts.The charm of the book, however, lies

in the anecdotes and the relaxed writing style, with a liberal usage of quotes and phrases in

contemporary urdu.
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